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BY ANEIE GEREELY

When more than a hundred people gach-  that going o foreign work—if we ever  joined me on 2 work eam.

er this sumemer in Monclova, Mexico, I‘Hli-ﬂiﬂ“}' ﬂPlIEDd o fulfill che Grear Soon ﬂ?did WwWis HEL'IIEEE‘E!I-PE from
w colebrame the 10th anniversary of Commission, Sugar Grove and became acguainted
Watkers for Mexico Mission, they will Those were lofty - goals! Talking with the work of vereran missionary
hear of the important role a small rural  about them often inspired a chorch of Clinton Looney. Brother Looney had
church in Bach Councy, Kentucky, has  fewer than 150 folks o give more than  moved o Mexico in 1961 with his

played in the missions success. $50,000 2 year to missions. During one  Family after a stine in the Navy during
[ grew up at Sugar Grove Christian  cxceprional year, the amount doubled  Wodd War 1, Bible college, and suc-
Church, chough it was 60 miles from o $100,000. cessful stateside ministries.
our home in Grayson. My father and He trusted God completely to pro-
mother, Franels and Pam Mash, have  FIRST EFFOATE vide for him when his work started in
miniscered there since 1968, 1 was 16 in 1986 when T approached  central Mexico. Thar work included
My dad is a professional broadcaster, my parents abour skipping the fmily an extensive mdio ministry, thousands
but his other pas- - enrolled in correspon-
gion & missions. He detice  courses, train-
leads the church into ing evangelists, helping
thinking  beyond ! students, and staring

the boundaries of
I8 community bo
world  evangelism.
He preaches mis-
sions with a passion,
believing if we ame
serions shout being
Christians, we must
be serious about
the reagon Chrisc

came—io bring sal- [ evangelists in a variery
vation 1o rthe endre ¢ AN i 2 - . of programs with fund-
world. — -“'PG'M ' 2 N i ing from 1.5, churches.

Spending 95 per- |{M% i M, Framety sk Bl Cowaty Wm! fime=- The work was growing
cenr of che church® I:mir ; Swtﬁwwﬁ-mwéﬁf%ﬁr el Miiaifon but Looney was aging.

resources  here  ar In 1996, in a meeting in
home was never an option. Instead Christmas celebration o take a two-  Hadingen, Teas, my father and Looney
he preached that the 10 percent most  weck mission wip o Medco, | think  formed a parmership to creare a mission
congregations gave to missions wasit  they shed a fow tears, burthey lerme go.  that would continue to support the vari-
mufficient—rhar it shoold be maore like  Two years later, my sister Meladis, my

40-50 percent with at least half of parents, and my future husband, Don, CERTINLIED 14 KEXT PALEE

UAREE 16, 1000 10y
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RURAL CHURCH

ous Mexican men and their families as
chey sought to win their own people
Chrise. The partners also kid plans o
expand the mission farther.

My dad asked his chucch, Sugar
Grove, 1o serve a8 mruseee for the new
in the work a5 direceor. Diad continued
to serve ot weslend mindser o well. Dad
began secking ways to commumnicate the
mesmge and the needs of Medoo o
people and congregarions here in the
States, and also began sudying Spanish
so he could effectively adminiser the
work among the Mevican preachers.

He's living proof you can teach an old
dog a new language, bux it a dow pro-
cesal Hee even has managed w0 preach in
of the good-hearted Mexican congrogs-
tons, but I've aleo heard some hearty
“smens” as be spoke of his pession for
reaching the lost. Ifs a pession they
ghare.

Contintred frem page |

THE MISSIAN THOAY

The mission now encompasess mone
than 20 ciries and more than 30 Medcan
families, in addidon o Americen mis-
sionaries and many benevolen: pro-
grams. It is being supported by mose
than 100 differene chusrches and indi-
vidusls throughout the United Scases.
The beanty of giving o Workers for
Mexico Mission is thet all the money
goes directdy m the field Dad wolun-
ez his dme, and Mom serves as the
secretary and messurer. They use the
kitchen and spare bedmooms of their
house 3z offices and smorage Racdilities o
coordinate the wor.

Since those firse trips in the 1980s,
Sugar Grove has seen 84 of is 140 or
30 members take Mexico mission wips;
many of them have been there a dozen
fimes or more. My ded had w do some
smooth wilking w conviece some of
the church folks, who hadnt been very
far from home, w get on a plane and

travel o Mexico, In additon, they
have mken more than 635 different folks
o introduce chem w forcign work.
Grove with ber family; she works as
Drad’s chief cook and hdper on many
mps.

Loomey continmes 1w help and ecpand
the work into new aress. He has dhe
gift for inspiring people and groups ©
keep coming back w build chunches,
and for continuing with monthly sup-
pore. His love for the Wond of God and
for the people of Mexico &s an amaring
DESTRMOITY.

GEIEE FRRWARD

While Sugar Grove directs much
of its support w Workers for Mexico
Mission, it doemnt neglect other mission
endesvors in different lands. Tt also con-
tinues to do much ar home. Widh no
paid staff, it takes a lot of valunteerism
o make the church go forward.

SINCE THOSE FIRST
TRIPS IN THE 19808,
SUGAR GROVE HAS SEEN
B4 OF ITS 140 OR SO
MEMBERS TAKE MEXICO

MISSION TRIPS.

Sugar Grove recondy buile 2 new
an active bemevolent fund for local
necds and two vans m caosport people,
especially yourh, o services. For many
years, Sugar Grove has been known for
i local radio minisery of 60-second
mini momges my dad produoces. k
also publishes 2 bimondhly paper, The
Greeser, connaining Christian living and
evangelistic articles, which goes into the
ORIy,

While Sugar Grove is a country
church, five miles from the nearest town
on a narrow, winding mad, the mem-
bers have always twied w implement
the newest innovations and outreach
programs. There are church hall teams,
youth outings, and small groups min-
istries. And when the church and our
Eamily gave Diad a laprop computer and
projecior for his anniversary a few years
sgo. he incorporated video into each
began purting music on the screen.

The cmphasis on mizsions, [ believe,
has served w inspire people w broaden
their outlook, see the wodd in need,
think globally, but continee to act and
trip workers from the congregarion have
done such things as starr 2 jail mintsory,
become local preachers, join a avcl-
ing gospel quartet ministry, become
involved in youth work for croubled
ens, and sart an Hispanic outrcach
ment, which the church now helps o
fund.

I'm proud o be an ourstretched arm
of Sugar Grove as well. | moved with
my hnshand w Mobdesville, Indiana, in

where we now serve, bor |
church where I grew up in the Lord.
Sugar Grove is proof of whar a k-
de church with a big vision can do.
They wuly live our the church motm,
*Centered in Chrise—Focozed on the
Woeld ™

Angin Gergaly sanves in Moblawle, indiens. For
P ifrmtion on Yenckees B Miexico Mison,
0ty T Wheh site wesscworkarsforesaico.on.
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